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HI, I'M JO DUFFY, MANAGING EDITOR OF MARVEL'S 
EPIC COMIC LINE.NO, THIS ISN'T OUR SPECIAL BONDAGE 
Dae OF OREADSTAR. ACTUALLY,CREATOR JIM STARLIN 
1S LAUNCHING INTO ONE OF HIS MOST SUSPENSEFUL 
STORYLINES EVER. CHECK OUT THE TITLE PAGE TO YOUR 

RIGHT. YES, VANTH, IS LOOKING FOR A TRAITOR IN HIS 
VERY OWN ORGANIZATION. WAO WILL IT BE...7 WELL, 

EVEN IN A TIGHTLY KNIT OPERATION LIKE EPIC COMICS 

THERE ARE SOME PEOPLE WHO CAN'T RESIST BLURTING 
OUT EVERY THING THEY KNOW. FORTUNATELY, WE 
UNCOVERED THIS PARTICULAR CHARACTER FLAW IN 

TIME. YOU CAN ENJOY THIS ISSUE WITH THE SUSPENSE 
INTACT. WE WON'T EVEN EMBARRASS THE GUILTY PARTY 
BY NAMING NAMES. ..EXCEPT TO SAY THAT TRAITORS ARE 

SOMETIMES FOUND IN THE HIGHEST PLACES. 
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THE ONLY IMPEDIMENT TO THIS: UNION I$ THE SELECTION OF ITS LEADER. 


I WAS GENETICALLY BRED FOR 
A POSITION OF POWER. WITHIN ME 
REST THE GENES OF THE MONARCHYS 
GREATEST RULERS. 


THERE CAN BE NO DoveT 
WHO THE COMMANDER OF THIS 
ALLIANCE SHOULD BE. 


I'VE PROVEN MYSELF IN IN FACT, IF IT HADN'T BEEN = BUT IT 18 YOu WHO HIDES. 
NEARLY A HUNDREP CAM- FOR THE MEPPLING (VCOM- NOW ON THE EDGE OF THE 
PAIGNS, NEVER HAVE I PETENCE OF TH GALAXY. 

FAILED IN MY MISSION. HAVE 


LITY WAR. 


(ES, BUT WHAT MAKES 


b/ 
YOU FEEL THAT YOURE 
BETTER QUALIFIED TO 
COMMAND: THIS: 
ALLIANCE, VANTH 
PREADSTAR ?. 


I DID ONCE FACE THE A/GH ALONE, THE INSTRUMEN- — AS FOR WHICH OF US 16 BEST 
ZORP PAPAL IN PERSONAL E TALITY WILL CRUSH LIS. QUALIFIED TO LEAD THIS 
COMBAT AN? SURVIVED TO WE HAVE A ALLIANCE, WELL... 

TELL ABOUT IT. SLIM CHANCE OF VICTORY. 


= = z pasa = == === 
.I THOUGHT THIS LITTLE CONTEST ||| I MUST ADMIT THIS SOLUTION OF | |AFTER THIS THERE WILL BE NO DOUBT IN | 


JAS GOING TO SETTLE THAT QUESTION? | | YOURS TO SETTLE THE MATTER | ANYONE'S MIND WHICH OF US IS THE 
| was lapse THE BEST | |BETTER ZACTICIAN AND LEADER. 


Y, 
SST SERED UE ELLER? 


SON 


WELL IT'6 ALOT ° HIS NAME IS. 


LESS MESSY THAN ACLOT, 
YOUR IDEA OF ME AA ERS COR NOU. 


ae 
a 


eas 
i: 


THEN THAT SETTLES Nelg 
QUESTION OF COMMANI 


YOU MUST HAVE TRICKED 
Hes. LINFAIR! 


ft ed IF YOU WANT To KEEP ‘BEEFCAKE’ 
HERE IN OPERATING ORDER I SUGGEST THAT 
IN THE FUTURE YOU KEEP vii ON A SHORT, 
LEASH AROUND ME. 


GOOD. YOU WILL 
LE 


I AWAIT YOUR 
ORDERS, SIR. You Lia ON THIS 


TILL SOON CONTACT You 
ANP RANGE FOR 
THE REGTOCKING OF YOUR 
SUPPLIES AND ARMAMENTS, 


TK 

PROGRAM YOU'VE 

ALREADY BEGUN ON 
YOUR SHIPS. 


ano NB oLagel WEEE Reno NSONS 


FOR NOT VOING yaar 
TIME, GENERAL. 


WE'VE GOT TO PLAY 
THIS MY-WAY FOR NOW. 
T'LL FILL YOU IN AS 

SOON AS I CAN. 


A ROBOT CREW HAS BEEN 
ASSIGNED TO THE BRIDGE SO 
THAT EVERYONE COULD ATTEND 

THIS MEETING YOU'VE CALLED. 


THE TIME HAS COME FOR 
US TO VOICE THAT WHICH 
WE'VE ALL BEEN AFRAID To 
TALK ABOUT FOR THE 

LAST FEW DAYS. 


y I 
TO HEAR THAT OUR ALL/ANCE WITH 
THE MONARCHY FLEET HAS BEEN 
SECUREP AND IS NOW UNDER. 
MY COMMANP. 


ll GROUND WITH THE FLEET, WHICH FOR 
THE MOMENT WILL REMAIN MY 


SECRET. 


Four DAYS aco, We J we WERE LUCKY, WE SURVIVED ANP 
WERE ATTACKED ESCAPED THEIR ASSAULT. 

BY THE LORD. 

PAPAL, THE TEM- 

PORAL HEAD OF THE 

INSTRUMENTALITY: 


QEPI INFORMS ME THAT 
ALL THE TASKS I 
ASSIGNED BEFORE MY 
DEPARTURE HAVE 
BEEN COMPLETED. 


THE TROUBLE |S THAT THEY 
SHOULON'T HAVE BEEN al i 
ABLE TO FIND US. OUR 7 BUT THEY DD 


SYZYGY, 
I'D LIKE To 
START WITH 


LOCATION WAS SUPPOSED “{ FINP US, AND I 
TO BE SECRET. __< a WANT To RNS 


es 


I CHECKED FOR ELECTRONIC, ATOMIC, 
SUBATOMIC AND-EVEN SONIC BUGS ON 
ALL OUR VEHICLES, EQUIPMENT AI / 
PERSONS. 


I MYSTICALLY SEARCHED FOR ANY TRACES I FOUND WOTHING. 

OF PAST OR PRESENT ENCHANTMENTS 

THAT MAY HAVE BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR 

K OUR BEING TRACKED DOWN. __< = —— ' 
iS 


sy 


i 


ALL ZI FOUND WERE THE 
STANDARD SIGNALS COMING 

FROM OUR COMMUNICATION 
CENTER, SYZYGY'S EAR 
PROSTHESIS ANP THE 
RADIOS |N OUR 

WEAPONS BELTS, 


NONE OF THESE ARE ANYTHING. 

THE CHURCH SHOULD HAVE BEEN ABLE 
TO TRACK US DOWN WITH IN 

DEEP SPACE. - 


PALL RIGHT, 
SOMEONE'S 
GOT TO SAY 


WHY |S THAT? AMZ YOUR 
| CHIEF SUSPECT 2 


WE WILL CONTINUE RANPOM 
| TELEPORTATIONS ONCE AN HOUR Fe 
AS A CECILY MEASURE. 


GLAR 
CENT! 


NO) THOUGH YOUR STILL- 
EXPLAINED ABSENCE 
WITHOUT LEAVE YESTER- 


DAY DOES PUT YOU HIGH 
ON THE LIST, 


= 
z 


I ALS A eal ARMED 
Ee AROUND THE 
CLOCK. 


|E COM— 


BUT THE REASON 
YOu'VE BEEN EXCLISED 


IT APPEARS THAT ONE OF LIS 15, 
A TRAITOR. 


THIS DETACHMENT IS TO BE MADE UP OF 
| ONE HUMAN ANP TWO ROBOTS. : 


YOU'RE TO 
CHECK THE 
ROBOTS AFTER 
EACH SHIFT FOR 
TAMPERING. 


NOW, ASAN ADDITIONAL PRECALITION 
I'D LIKE EVERYONE TO PERMIT 
SYZYGY TO MYSTICALLY LINK 
YOUR NERVOUS SYSTEMS TO 
HIS AND ANSWER ONE SIMPLE 
QUESTION. 


ANY OBJECTIONS ? 
NO...2 SYZ, YOU 
MAY BEGIN. 


DO YOU KNOW ANY- 
THING ABOUT HOW 
THE LORD PAPAL 
FOUND US 2 


NO ONE'S WERVE FLOW 
CHANGED DURING THE ANSWERING 
OF THE QUESTION. 


BUT ASI TOLD YOU EARLIER THIS 
METHOD USED AS A MEANS FOR Z/E 
DETECTION |S NOT FOOLPROOF, 


A TRUE PATHOLOGICAL 

L/AR WOULD BRAZEN HIS OR 

HER WAY pe RoueH THIS 
rT. 


YES, I UNDERSTAN?, THAT'S WHY I 
ASKED WILLOW TO DOA LITTLE UNDER- 
COVER TELEPATHIC SURVEILLANCE 
ON THIS GROUP OVER THE LAST 
DAY OR SO. 


HAVE You 
ae ING To 


FIRST OFF, I'D JUST LIKE 
TO SAY I'M SORRY I HAD 
TO VIOLATE THE PRIVACY 
OF EVERYONE'S /WNER 
THOUGHTS. 


BUT THIS IS AN 
IERGENCY, AND I WAS 
UNDER ORDERS. 


AN HONEST CONCERN 
OVER HOW THE LORD. 
PAPAL FOUND US. BUT 
EACH INDIVIDUAL'S 
THOUGHTS DIFFERED 
GREATLY AFTER THAT. 


OEDI WAS ALSO 
HIDING SOMETHING. 
FROM HIS CONSCIOUS 
MIND WHEN 
AROUND ME, 


AS FOR THE REST OF THE 

CREW, THEY ALL SHARED 

ONE TRAIN OF THOUGHT 
IN COMMON, 


I PURPOSELY RESTRICTED 
MY SURVEILLANCE TO 

SURFACE THOUGHTS, 
CONSCIOUS MENTAL 
CHATTER, TO AVOID 
DETECTION. 


BECAUSE OF 
THEIR UNIQUE 
NATURES, SO, 
I'VE NOTHING 
TO_REPORT 
THERE. 


BUT I SENSE THESE 
CONCEALED THOUGHTS 
HAVE NOTHING TO Do 
WITH OUR SECURITY 
PROBLEM. 


ON THE OTHER HAND 
THOUGH, SKEEVO'S 


SUPPRESSING CERTAIN 
THOUGHTS WHENEVER 
HE WAS NEAR ME. 


THE Doc's 
THOUGHTS HAP VERY 
LITTLE TO DO WITH 

SECURITY. I'D SAY J 
HE'S NOT OUR 
TRAITOR, 


I...I CAN EXPLAIN... 


BUT IN HIS CASE 
I SENSED THAT HIS. ¥ 
THOUGHTS B/D HAVE 


vn BUT I'LL ONLY 20.S0.TO 
|VANTH AND.IN PRIVATE. 


WHAT ABOUT YOU, SKEEVO? 


NO, FROM WHAT 
I'VE HEARD OF 


WILLOW, SYZYG 
Doc, WOULD TH 


Y, 
Ee 


SAY... SCIEN 
OFFICER MONALO?, 


I'VE A QUESTION. 


‘ 


ATELEPATH OF HIS. 
STATURE COULD 


THEM TO BE READ, 


|S0 I'M JUST GOING TO 

HAVE To TELL YOU THAT 

| THEY'RE NONE OF YOUR 
BUSIN: 


THERE'S A GOOD 
CHANCE HE COULD 
DO THE SAME TO ME. | 


HOW DO WE DETECT IF 

SOMEONE LIKE MONALO 

1S CONCEALED IN OUR 
MIDST ¢ 


IF THAT'S THE 
CASE WE'RE REALLY 
BLE. 


WE CAN DENY THEM THAT | 
TIME BY CONTINUOUSLY 


WE CAN'T, EVEN MY TELE- 
PATHIC POWERS WOULDN'T 


BE ABLE TO PIERCE A Dis- ANY ATTACK TELEPORTING AROUND 
GUISE OF MONALO'S MAKING THE CHURCH COLILD THE GALAXY AT RANDOM. 
IF THE REFORTS OF HIS MOUNT POWERFUL - j 


ENOUGH To TAKE 
US OUT IS GOING 
TO TAKE TIME 
TO SET UP. 


POWERS WE HAVE ARE TRUE. 


BUT THAT'S ~ 


(T'S BEEN 
DAYS SINCE IT'S 


PUTTING A \ IT COULP 
| TERRIGLE STRAIN HAD A CHANCE END UP BLOWING 
ON THE TELEPOR- TO COOL \ ouT oR UP 
DOWN. ON US. 


TATION DRIVE. 


WE'LL JUST 


Hf HAVE TO CHANCE ) WE'VE JUST GOT 
te ] TO CARRY ON AS , 
\ THAT, WE'VE NO] 12. CARRY ON 


POSSIBLE. 


¢ \ CHOICE. 


$YZ, YOU CAN SET UP THE COM-- 
CENTER WATCH WITH WILLOW'S 
HELP AND TAKE THE FIRST SHIFT. 


EVERYONE ELSE WV 
CAN GO ABOUT THEIR 

NORMAL BUSINESS 
EXCEPT YOU; OEDI. » 


/T WAS. Bur yg 
NOT THE ONLY ONE 

AROUND HERE WITH 
MECHANICAL ABILITY, 


WE'VE ALL KNOWN’ 
IT'S BEEN ONLY A 
MATTER OF TIME 


I REALIZED AS 
SOON AS THE LORD 
PAPAL SHOWED UP gu 


THE SUPER 


THAT THE POSS|- BEFORE THE LORD 
BILITY OF INTERNAL PAPAL SET MONALO 
. BETRAYAL EXISTED. AFTER US, 


BUT EVEN IF I'M WRONG 
ABOUT IT BEING MONALO 
IT'S GOING TO BE VERY 
DIFFICULT, IF NOT MPOS- 
SIBLE TO FERRET OuT 
THIS INSIDER... E 


OEDL WHAT HAVE YoU, i 
L GOT IN MIND 2 


Li FROM 
THIS END. / 


I DON'T LIKE IT, OEDI. IT'S THEN YOU GOAT IT IN 
TOO RISKY. YOUR WAY AND LEAVE 
ME TO M/NE. 


HAVE You ] I CAN 
A BETTER OBTAIN THE 
2 . INFORMATION 

I NEED ON MY. 
RAID WITH THE 
DOC TODAY, 


IS BACK TO CALDOR TO TAP INTO THAT SAME 
CESS COMPUTE! TERNAL THAT YOU HIT 
OUPLE OF MONTHS 6A 


WELL, BE CAREFUL, THAT 
TRACKING STATION 1S PROBABLY 
GOING TO BE BETTER GUARDED. 
SINCE MY RAID. 


WE'LL MANAGE. J 
WE HAVE To, 
THAT'S THE ONLY PLACE 


PROPERLY FIX SYEIGY'S 
ARTIFICIAL LEG. fi 


LOOKING OUT FOR THE 
ENEMY AND ONE 
= ON THE BOC. 


HE'S OUR WEWEST 
MEMBER OF THE GROUP 


I JUST WANTED 
[TO SAY THANKS = 
FOR. NOT: REVEALING | 

0 THE GROUP... 


"I WANTED To GIVE 
| YOU SOME TIME TO GET 
“TO_KNOW. ME AGAIN 
_ BEFORE I SAID 
ANYTHING.» 


mM Hr THE LAST ) 
PEW Ae. 


«AND I WANTED YOU TO 
HEAR IT FROM MY LIPS. I'M 
SORRY, I HOPE I DIDN'T 
" EMBARRASS YOU. _ 


T'M SORRY. 


“WA wg 


I'M SORRY, 
TOO, WILLOW, 
BUT I CAN'T. 
HELP MYSELF, 


DOCKING BAY. 


CREW MEMBER 
SKEEVO.PHLATUS 
REQUESTING 
CLEARANCE FOR 
TAKE OFF. 


IT'S A SCHEDULED 
SUPPLY RUN.AT'S 
LISTED IN THE LOG, 

RUST BUCKET. 


CLEARANCE GRANTED, AND MY BRAND 
NAME IS MOVAC-9 NOT RUST, 
BUCKET. 


Y GO BLOW A 
CIRCUIT / 


SHEEESH! LORDY, I HATE 
DEALING WITH A COMPUTER. 
FLIGHT CONTROLLER: 


KALARGO IS 


REACHES OF 
THE GALAXY, 


KALARGO ISN'T Ae WHICH MEANS YOL DON'T 
CONNECTED UP TO. HAVE TO BOTHER WITHA 
LOT OF PAPERWORK TO 


CHURCH'S MAIN bath 1 BANK 
GET SUPPLIES HERE ANP... 


YET, (7 ao ir A FREE 
PORT _TO A CERTAIN 


pps Srsierey CASH AND 
CARRY. = 


BACKSIDE, 


IKNEW KEEPING THOSE, 
TWO GOONS ON. 
RETAINER; TO SHOW LIP 


SORRY, SKEEVO, BUT I JUST 
GOULN'T ACCEPT YOUR “NONE 
OF YOUR BUSINESS” ANSWER 
THIS TIME. ; 


“ oe 
THE SITUATION'S JUST TOO. 
TENSE FOR THAT NONSENSE... 


AND GETTING TENSER, THIS SECTION OF 
PLIES YOU TOWN SEEMS TO BE 


ARE YOU OUR SPY... 
A CLEVER TELEPATH 
HERE TO MAKE A 

RT TO 


REPO! YOuR 
CONETLENA. THE 
IN: INTALITY, 


I$ EVERY- 
THING WE 
THOUGHT WE 


KNEW ABOUT 
You A LIE? 


COULP WILLOW . > 
HAVE BEEN WRONG 
‘ABOUT YOU 3 


My ENERGY PETE +44 ING SENSE Meg! ue Alia THE 
ONLY POWER, OFFICE IS COMING FROM 
CEILING LIGHTS, YOUR LASER PISTOL APA ROBOT. 


ARE YOU OUR 
() ENEMY, SKEEVO? 


THERE'S ONLY ONE WAY 
TO:FIND OUT. YOU WENT 4 
INTO THAT OFFICE... 


YOUR CONTACT'S (FIT Es iz oer TER 
A. ROBOT? Nee Ee BROKE 


CAN 
ra OUT. 


S0 THIS 1S YOUR CE , WHAT ARE YOU [77 nL 
eT sce? bark secreT 2 aa VANTH2! Soins eRe? mT 


YOU AND ALDO GORNEY ARE 


IRE THE 
MANUFACTURERS OF THE MAXILON, 
POLLS SYZYGY CAME Rone: 


I'M SURE YOU WERE, JUST AROUND THE SAME TIME YOU WERE 
GOING TO TELL US HOW ALL YOUR SHARE OF THE PROFITS WERE 
GOING TO BE DONATED TO OUR WAR FUND. 


COME ON, SKEEVO,.T'LL HELP MEANWHILE, HALF- ON THE PLANET'S 
YOU FIX THE DOOR AND WE'LL WAY ACROSS THE SURFACE, AN INSTRU- 
HEAD ON BACK TO THE SHIP. é ne THE PLANET MENTALITY TRACKING 


STATION. 


I. SAW.SOME ARMORED VEHICLE 
f $ IDE IN THE PIRT I . 
Re UIKE THE LADS OO 


is 


GET THAT DATA NO MATTER WHAT HAPPENS. 
IT'S VITALLY IMPORTANT. 


BUT DON'T. 
WORRY Too 
MUCH, Z'LL 
BE BACK 
SOON. 


UNPER ARREST / 


(ie PN 


HERE DOC, THIS IS A LIST OF 
NAMES.I WANT YOU TO PUNCH 
INTO THE COMPUTER. I NEED J 
EVERYTHING THE SYSTEM 

HAS ON THEM. ___. 


NO MATTER WHAT 
YOU HEAR YOU STAY ON |Z 
THAT TERMINAL. 0O 
YOU UNDERSTAND 2 


E JUST A LITTLE TROUBLE OUTSIDE fhe DEAL Wi 
NOTHING I CAN'T HANDLE. 


HIS DAMN ARMOR'S BEEN. 
TREATED FOR LASER 


LERANCE, 


I NEED TO LEAD HIM 

AWAY FROM THE 

COMPUTER BANKS 
ANP Doc, 


IT LOOKS To ME LIKE 
ILOWING OFF ONE OF 


IS TRACKS: |S M 
 WISEST CHOICE, 


sun l8 TO 


HE'S CRIPPLED! BUT WATCH 
IT, OEDI/ HE'S NOT OUT! 


CiRel PROPERTY, 18 
G CAPITAL OnPENGE! 


IT'S ALL OVER, BoC. 
CAN COME OUT! 


SS 


YES, RIGHT HERE. THERE WAS WHAT ARE YOU PLANNING TO 
QUITE A BIT OF IT, TWO WHOLE DO WITH IT, OEDI? 
TAPE CASSETTES' WORTH. 


WELL, 90C, IT'S 
LIKE THIS... 


++ WITH THE INFORMATION 
ON THESE TAPES I PLAN To 
FLUSH OUT AND DESTROY, 
PAITOR. 


c/o Epic Comics, 387 Park Avenue South, 10th floor, NYC, NY 10016 


Dear Jim and Archie, 

| might have said good things 
about Dreadstar, but what | am 
about to say is ten times better 
than what | used to say; Dread- 
star #16 is the best comic I’ve 
read since the past two years. 
That was awesome!! It was so 
intense and had the best action 
lve ever seen in along time! The 
art was so expressive, and it 
flowed better than a lot of other 
work I've seen. | loved the bat- 
tle. The energy displayed was 
fantastic. | loved the way Jim 
Starlin showed all of the charac- 
ters’ personalities separately. 

| just want to say—keep up the 
extraordinary—awesome— 
storytold—colorful art. 


Aman Nakagawa — 


So. Newfane, VT 


We do our best, Aman. 


Dear Jim and Archie, 

Since I’ve only read two issues 
of Dreadstar, #’s 14:and 16, | un- 
derstood what was happening in 
“The Test” not at all. The last 
time | saw this mag, some guy | 
didn’t know but assumed to be 
Dreadstar was dying of old age 
because some other guy | didn’t 
know but assumed to be the 
villain had broken a sword. 
Weird. But | still bought #16, and 
the guy who'd been dying (by 
now I’m certain it’s Dreadstar, 
and | know his first name is 
Vanth) is fine. Equally weird. But 
that means this comic book has 
passed “The Test”. You see, if | 
will keep reading something | 
don’t understand, it’s got to be 
good. Long live Dreadstar and 
Starlin! 

Gypsy Prescott 
Helena, Montana 


We'll bet it would have helped 
if you'd seen issue #15, Gypsy, 
although we hope each issue is 
at least clear enough for you to 
follow as you go along. Let us 
know how it works out. 


Dear Jim and Archie, 
| have been meaning to write 


for some time, but have re-. 


frained because | still had some 
doubts about my thesis. | no 
longer have any doubts. It may 
be too late for this letter, but | 
feel obliged to write it nev- 
ertheless. 

What's all this about? | would 
like to point out that, while you 
may well not intend it, Dreadstar 
is the most blatantly bigoted 
piece of anti-Catholicism | have 
ever seen in popular fiction, 
graphic or otherwise. 

Let's just look at recent de- 
velopments, concentrating on 
#16. The Darth Vader of the con- 
tinuing story is, and always has 
been, the Lord High Papal, who 
obviously represents the Pope. 
(Atheist acquaintances of mine 
have gleefully pointed out a re- 
semblance between the LHP and 
John Paul II.) He is the head of an 
authoritarian church which 
fights ruthless wars, runs death 
camps, and nukes cities. He also 
serves demonic powers (cf. the 
Pope in Fletcher's 17th century 
diatribe, The Locusts). He is in 
turn served by cardinals, priests, 
and deacons. Dreadstar and 
friends combat the LHP’s tyran- 
nical orthodoxy with Maxilon, a 
robot Messiah. (We all know that 
people are gullible and that all 
religions are based on this 
gullibility. Don’t we?) Finally, 
Dreadstar decides that he must 
challenge the LHP’s infallibility 
(#16, p. 4). (Ho, ho! Papal Infalli- 
bility! What a silly idea!) 

1 can hear your reply even 
now. (Itis quite possible that you 
are a practicing Catholic your- 
self.) I'm reading too much into 
developments in Dreadstar. It is, 
after all, just a story. There is no 
necessary connection between 
the Church of the Instrumen- 
tality and the Roman Catholic 
Church. If there’s any “mes- 
sage” in Dreadstar, it’s not anti- 
Catholic or anti-religion; it’s 


only opposed to the abuse of re- 
ligion. And so on. And so on. 

All this is possibly true of your 
intentions. But it is not true of 
the actual effect of the story. 
Anyone who reads Dreadstar 
without a disclaimer will get the 
following ideas: (1) anyone who 
maintains the truth of any re- 
ligion is a fool; (2) All religious 
leaders manipulate their fol- 
lowers for their own ends; (3) all 
church hierarchies are 
thoroughly corrupt; (4) honest 
priests (like Syzygy) eventually 
leave their church; (5) religious 
sentiment endangers common 
decency, leading to atrocities 
such as genocide; and (6) the 
best and kindest people are all 
secular agnostics (like Dread- 
star, Willow, and the gang). 
Numbers 5 and 6 are particularly 
noxious, since the great gen- 
ocides of this century, the great- 
est genoicides in history, have 
been carried out by the Nazis in 
Germany and by the Commu- 
nists in Russia, China, and Cam- 
bodia. The philosophical basis 
of both Nazism and Marxism is 
secular and agnostic. 

Consider for a moment what 
would be the reaction to a story 
filled with evil people called 
rabbis, who were ruled over by 
the monstrous King David and 
his dreaded Six-Pointed Stars. 
Even if the story explicitly dis- 
claimed any connection be- 
tween the fictional rabbis and 
real Jews, people would be out- 
raged—rightly—at the appro- 
priation of Jewish terminology 
for such vile purposes. But isn’t 
this exactly what you're doing 
when you talk about the Lord 
High Papal and his Cardinals? If 
you answer that all religions 
(even evil alien ones) have more 
or less the same hierarchical 
structure as the Catholic 
Church, you are simply wrong. 
The Church and her traditions 
are unique. (Consult G.K. 
Chesterton’s Everlasting Man.) 


a a a 


When you talk about Papal au- 
thority and the College of Car- 
dinals, you're talking about my 
religion. Apparently, though 
anti-Semitism is reprehensible, 
anti-Catholicism is just dandy. 
| really don’t know what can 
be done about Dreadstar. The 
story is occasionally entertain- 
ing, but the poison is a part of its 
very flesh, and cannot be extri- 
cated. | am fairly certain you 
would not make adjustments 
even if they were possible. 
Dreadstar will go on as it has 
since its beginning. It will be a 
commercial success and occa- 
sionally, perhaps,-on its own 
terms, an artistic success. And it 
will confirm a lot of people in a 
form of bigotry which they think 
is perfectly rational and fair. 
But I'm not going to read it 
anymore. 
Tom Riley 
Lockport, NY 


In fact, Tom, you're right on 
most counts. As you say, the 
Church of the Instrumentality is 
very similar in structure to the 
Roman Catholic Church. Jim 
Starlin was raised a Catholic. 
And the intention of the story is 
to study the temporal abuse of 
religious power. However, the 
sole reason that the Catholic 
Church was used as a model is 
that Jim’s background has made 
him most familiar with its hier- 
archy, No other similarities were 
meant to be inferred. 

However, we do understand 


your sensitivity about the matter. - 


Anti-Christian, and particularly 
anti-Catholic, prejudice is defi- 
nitely around these days, and a 
fair amount of it has turned up, 
subtly, in comics. 


Dear Jim and Archie, Es 
After reading Dreadstar #16, 

“The Test,” | must say I’m very 

enthusiastic about the new-and- 


improved: Vanth Dreadstar with 


_two exceptions: 


1) The “Iron Fist” power (too 
similar), 

and 2) Frankly, | miss the 
sword. It gave Vanth an air of 
“shining knighthood” that’s 

missing now. 
: Ken Lucas 
Canfield, OH 


The sword isn’t really gone, 
Ken. It’s just not visible to the 
eye any more. But Vanth is never 
without it. As for Vanth’s “Iron 
Fist”, well, the earthbound son 
of K’un-lun our Dreadstar isn’t. 
You may be surprised by some of 


what develops as he goes on | 


using his punch of power. 


Dear Jim and Archie, 

Well, this is Epic’s first full- 
scale super hero, Vanth Dread- 
star, complete with an “iron fist” 
and all the trimmings. What hap- 
pened to the sword’s entity? 
Vanth absorbed its power but 
what of the entity, memories and 
all. Are they destroyed, gone for- 
ever? Orare they in Vanth’s mind 
somewhere? 

The team moves around often, 
not leaving time for any new- 
sprung friendships or relation- 
ships. Willow is a very attractive 
woman (I thought most girls 
didn’t like to wear the same 
clothes/design over and over) 
and I was wondering why no one 
on the team tries to make a more 
meaningful relationship with 
her than just a strong, close 
friendship. If | were in the crew 
\'d end up a slobbering, drool- 
ing idiotic fool. 

| haven't any idea why Coyote 
is “rated one of America’s best 
eight comics”. Dreadstar is just 
as appealing when it comes to 
the stories, and Starlin is a great 
composer of artwork while 
Truog is a novice and needs a 
great deal more training. What 


I'm saying is Dreadstar should be 
in the top eight, not Coyote. 

Denny Dukes 

Santa Rosa, CA 


Coyote’s rating isn’t something 
we awarded, Denny. It was so 
judged by a critic froma very dif- 
ficult to please fanzine, and the 
creators were very proud of it. As 
far as we’re concerned, every 
reader out there has the right to 

sdecide for himself which comics 
are the best. If you say Dreadstar 
is among them, then among 
them it is, and we’re proud of it. 


Dear Jim and Archie, 
Jim Starlin is a smart man. He 
writes Vanth Dreadstar as a 


| shrewd fighting machine who 


makes his own opportunities. A 
good example of this is. in issue 
#16, page 19, where Dreadstar 
says, “...I’ll let surprise and an 
energy boosted right cross be 
my advocates this day” so Infra 
Red can hear him...and then 
TRICKS Red by hitting him with 
an energy boosted LEFT cross. 
Good strategy, Vanth. 

So, uh, | don’t suppose you all 
give away childish little things 
such as no-prizes in your Epic 
Comics line. Do you? 

Kerry Gallen 
Bentonville, AR 


No, we don’t, Kerry, but by 
writing your clever letter, you've 
helped convince our readers 
that our little error was in fact no 
error at all. (It was a cheap joke.) 
And by using the same explana- 
tion we would have used, you 
saved us a lot of grovelling. Well 
done. You'll be an editor yet! 
(And that’s as close to a no-prize 
as any human being can come.) 
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A FIVE Ebr DELAY ON THESE 
PLASTIQUE GRENADES |S i” 
ABOUT RIGHT. 


INEED TO-LEAD HIM. 
AWA THE 


I ALSO'HAVE To 
KEEP MOVING 
FASTER THAN THIS 
JUNKPILE'S ARMA- 
MENT COMPUTER. 
CAN TRACK. 


